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Methodological Improvements in Surface Survey
of Buried Cultural Heritage

Kim, Do-Heon(Professor, Department of Public Human Resources, Dongyang University)

Surface survey is the most widely employed method for investigating buried
cultural heritage; however, it is inherently constrained by fundamental methodological
limitations. Despite these constraints, surface surveys are routinely conducted in the
context of development projects with the aim of protecting buried heritage. Yet, there
has been little critical examination of whether such surveys—often implemented as
an administrative procedure—are in fact adequate for safeguarding buried cultural
resources. Against this backdrop, this study reviews the current practices of surface
survey.

Although a number of issues are identified in the existing system, the most critical
is the absence of quantitative criteria for determining the presence or absence of
buried cultural heritage. Tn addition, despite the fact that surface surveys alone cannot
definitively confirm the absence of such remains, there are cases in which construction
proceeds immediately after survey completion, which constitutes a significant problem.
Furthermore, the inclusion of investigations into folklore and natural heritage—
elements that are only marginally related to buried cultural heritage—is also considered
inappropriate,

To address these issues, this study proposes a framework for establishing criteria
to assess the presence of buried cultural heritage following surface surveys and for

conducting such assessments on a quantitative basis. While the proposed framework is



not presented as definitive, it is intended to encourage the introduction of quantitative
evaluation criteria. Moreover, when the possibility of buried heritage cannot be
confirmed through surface survey, it is suggested that a monitoring investigation be
conducted during construction in order to verify the actual distribution of buried
remains, Finally, it is argued that investigations of folklore and natural heritage should

be governed by clearly defined criteria, to be implemented only when necessary.

Key words : buried cultural heritage, surface survey, quantitative evaluation, qualitative
evaluation, monitoring investigation
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