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Maritime Exchange and the Development of
Port cities along the Southern Coast of
the Korean Peninsula, 4th—6th Centuries CE

Kwon, Oh-Young(Professor, Seoul National University)
Choi, Young-Fun(Lecturer, Seoul National University)
Park, So-Yeol(Ph.D. Student, Seoul National University)

This study reexamines the interactions that developed between states and
regional polities during the Three Kingdoms period. While interregional exchange
has been extensively investigated in both ancient history and archaeological study,
comparatively little attention has been paid to the short- and long-distance networks
that operated along the southern coast of the Korean Peninsula, This situation can
largely be attributed to the academic tendency to examine the Gyeongsangnam-do
and Jeollanam~-do regions separately, as well as to the prevailing assumption that the
conflict known as the “Rebellion of the Eight Port Polities(Posang Palguk)” was merely
an internal event within the Gaya polity.

The conflict referred to as the “Rebellion of the Eight Port Polities” was not a
localized war confined to the Gaya sphere but rather a large-scale conflict involving
multiple polities distributed along the southern coast of the Korean Peninsula over an
extended period. In addition to coastal polities in present-day Gyeongsangnam-do,
it is highly probable that polities along the Jeollanam—do coast also participated in this
conflict, These circumstances exhibit notable similarities to the exchanges and warfare
that developed among port cities and port polities in Southeast Asia, highlighting the
need for comparative historical and archaeological approaches.

Sogaya occupied a central position in the diplomatic interactions and military
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conflicts that unfolded along the southern coast between the fourth and sixth centuries
CE. The internal structure of Sogaya may be conceptudlized as a series of concentric
spheres centered on the group responsible for constructing the Songhak-dong tumuli
in Goseong. Beyond this core lay the Sogaya political sphere, the Sogaya cultural
sphere, and the distribution sphere of Sogaya pottery, representing broader networks
of interaction whose intensity gradually diminished with distance. Port cities were likely
situated throughout each of these territorial and interactional zones.

Sogaya maintained active relations not only with diverse coastal polities in
Gyeongsangnam-do and Jeollanam-do but also with polities in the Kyushu and
Kinai regions of the Japanese Archipelago. Evidence for these exchanges includes
the discovery in Japan of material culture originating from the Korean Peninsula and
the emergence of Sueki ware, as well as the presence on the Korean Peninsula of
Japanese-style tombs and artifacts. These findings demonstrate the existence of
extensive maritime networks linking the southern coast of the Korean Peninsula with

the Japanese Archipelago during this period.

Key words : Sogaya, Rebellion of the Eight Port Polities(Posang Palguk), Port city, Port polity
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