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Human-Thing Entanglement
: A Case Study of the Lower Xinle Culture

JEON, Jeong-Min(Ph.D. Student, Department of Archaeology as Interdisciplinary

Science, Inha University)

This study applies Tan Hodder’s Entanglement Theory to reconstruct the material
culture system of the Lower Xinle Culture from a relational perspective. It examines
the “asymmetry of procurement’, defined as a structural dependence on costly long-
distance lithics that persisted despite the abundance of local alternatives. The aim is to
explore how technological and social practices, formed in response to material properties,
act to channel and constrain human agency. To this end, a Tanglegram analysis of the
Xinle site in Shenyang, Liaoning Province, China, visualises the entanglement processes
and examines their structural characteristics. Results indicate that the intensive reliance on
long-distance resources is not random but structuralty embedded in domains requiring
both technological efficiency and social symbolism. This phenomenon is interpreted as
a product of the affordances of stone intersecting with the symbolic desire for group
solidarity and hierarchy. The intensification of these interactions suggests the emergence of
a path-dependent trajectory, potentially leading to the community’s structural entrapment
within long-distance procurement networks. Thus, the Lower Xinle Culture is redefined
not by passive environmental adaptation, but by entanglement constituted through the
mutual interpenetration of the technical and the social. This work attempts to reveal
the dynamic relations between humans and things, and the mechanisms of social

constraint latent within the archaeological record,

Key words : Entanglement Theory, Tanglegram, Lower Xinle Culture, Affordance
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