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Territory and Local Governance of Silla during
the Maripgan Period

Ko, Sang-Hyeok (Researcher, Gyeongju National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)

Silla-style pottery is a key archaeological indicator that most clearly reflects the
identity of the Silla state, and its continuous distribution range can be understood as
corresponding to the extent of Silla’s territory. Based on this, the western and northern
boundaries of Silla during the Maripgan period are identified as a line connecting
Changwon — Changnyeong — Daegu — Seongju — Muju — Yeongdong — Okcheon —
Cheongwon — Goesan — Danyang — Jeongseon — Yangyang.

The High-mound Tomb found within Silla’s territory were symbolic monuments of
the leaders of local political entities that maintained close political ties with the central
authority during the Maripgan period, and they were constructed according to strict
regulations. Therefore, tombs with a diameter of over 20 meters, in which the highest-
grade prestige goods were buried in provincial Silla, can be regarded as archaeclogical
indicators of administrative units such as seong(3%) and chon(#¥). Their total number
is 51, which appears to correspond to the 52 local administrative units recorded
as “eupneuk(&#)” in the Chinese text Liangshu(Z£&), thus reflecting the local
administrative organization of Silla in the early 6th century.

High-mound tombs are not evenly distributed. Regions where such tombs were
built likely experienced substantial direct governance, including the stationing of local
officials, the granting of woewui(¥MiZ), and the mobilization of labor. In contrast,

regions without such tombs were governed indirectly through various control
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mechanisms, Thus, governance in Silla’s provinces was carried out in a differentiated
manner depending on local conditions.

In this way, the distribution of Silla-style pottery and High-mound Tombs allows
us to understand the territorial extent and local governance structure of Silla during the

Maripgan period.

Key words : Silla, Maripgan, pottery, High-mound Tomb, Local Organization
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