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Layout Characteristics and Re-examination
of Location of Major Buildings
in the Goryeo Bongwol

Nam, Chang-Keun(Research fellow, INTER-KOREA HISTORIAN ASSOCIATION)

This paper considers its layout system and location of the main buildings
in the imperial palace of the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392) based on the recent
excavations on building group west of Manwoldae and previous studies on
Manwoldae, Located in the Goryeo capital of Gaeseong, North Korea, Manwoldae
is an imperial palace symbolizing Emperors and Dynasty of Goryeo. Although
frequent disasters such as war, civil war, and fire, Manwoldae had faithfully served
as the main palace of Goryeo (Goryeo bongwol) for more than 470 years from
919 through 1392, except when the capital of Goryeo was briefly on Ganghwa
Island. North and South Korea have jointly conducted excavations of Manwoldae
from 2007 to 2018,

The location of Geondeokjeon Hall, the second main Hall of the Goryeo
imperial palace, is determined to be the building site A located to the southernmost
part of the western building group of Manwoldae, considering topographical
conditions and its status as the second main Hall. To the north of Gundeokjeon, it
is believed that the area of Pyeonjeon Hall, emperor’s everyday office space, and
Chimjeon Hall, building for the emperor’s rest, are located following the terrain. It
is also believed that Gyeongryeongjeon Hall, where imperial ancestral rites were
held, and Naejeseokwon, a Buddhist temple in the palace, were located in the

vicinity of Geumwon. Meanwhile, it is possible that the building site T, known
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so far as the Imcheongak Pavilion site, will be Seonjeongjeon Hall, Besides,
Imcheongak is likely to be located at the building site U west of Hoegyeongjeon
Hall.

Manwoldae implemented a layout system that conforms to the topography and,
at the same time, conforms to its authority and formality as an imperial palace.
In particular, the central building group and the western building group, which
were divided into three zones of Jeongjeon-Pyonjeon-Chimjeon respectively,
maintained a close relationship between the two areas through a flow system
connecting the north-south and east-west directions. In addition, it was
confirmed that the auxiliary buildings, which appeared to be service areas and
buffer spaces, were located between the central building group and the westermn
building group.

The two-way configuration of the three halls, consisting of Jeongjeon-
Pyonjeon-Chimjeon, exhibits the unique characteristics of Goryeo, which is hard
to find in other palaces in East Asia. This composition and layout of the Goryeo
imperial palace are regarded as a result of the gradual development process
spanning about 100 years from the beginning of its foundation to its peak period,
respect for the layout of the western building group, which was the palace area at
the time of its founding, and efforts to adapt to the given topographical conditions.

Key words : main palace of Goryeo(Goryeo Bongwol), western building group of Manwoldae,
layout system of Goryeo Imperial palace, double configuration of three palace halls,
Geondeokjeon hall
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