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A Study of Persons Buried in the Royal Tombs
of the Goryeo Dynasty in Ganghwa
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A Study of Persons Buried in the Royal Tombs
of the Goryeo Dynasty in Ganghwa

Lee, Sang-Jun(National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)

There are seven Stone Chamber Tombs in Ganghwa, thought to be royal tombs of
Goryeo Dynasty, four of which are presumed to have known identity for the buried
persons: Gojong’s Hongreung, Empress Dowager Sungyeong’s Gareung, Heejong’s
Seokreung, and Empress Dowager Wonduk’s Gonreung. Except for Gojong’s
Hongreung Royal Tomb, the remaining three tombs have questionable identities of the
buried, based on literature and archaeological evidence.

Regarding the Empress Dowager Sungyeong’s Gareung Royal Tomb, it is not
clear which which of the two tombs is Gareung, considering the Neungnae-ri Stone
Chamber Tomb discovered in the same area. Comparing the two tombs, Neungnae-
ri was built first, and the buried person shows higher class. Osteological analysis shows
both persons to be females. Of the three empress dowagers who died in Ganghwa,
Empress Dowager Wonduk’s tomb was ascertained, and the remaining two tombs likely
belong to Empress Dowager Sungyeong’s Gareung and Empress Songpyeong’s Soreung.
Since Empress Dowager Sungyeong held a higher place in the hierarchy, Neungnae-ri
Tomb seems to be Gareung. Current Gareng; then, is thought to be Soreung.

It is not certain how to distinguish between Seokreung Royal Tomb from Gonreung
Royal Tomb since it does not accord with the record of location in the historical
archives. Presuming they are indeed Royal Tombs, Insan-ri and Yeon-ri Stone Chamber
Tombs are highly likely to be secondary burials for Sejo and Taejo, when the capital
moved.

In summary, this study concludes the following identification of the buried for Royal
Tombs in Ganghwa: First, it is assumed that Neungnae-ri Stone Chamber Tomb is

Empress Dowager Sungyeong’s Gareung Royal Tomb, and the present Gareung is
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Empress Dowager Seongpyeong’s Soreung Royal Tomb. Second, the present Gonreung
Royal Tomb is Heejong’s Seokneung Royal Tomb, and the present Seokreung Royal
Tomb is Empress Dowager Wondeok’s Gonreung Royal Tomb. Third, Insan-ri and

Yeon-ri Stone Chamber Tombs belong to Sejo and Taejo.

Key words : The Royal Tombs of the Goryeo Dynasty, The Stone Chamber Tomb, Neungnae-
ri Stone Chamber Tomb, Gareung Royal Tomb, Gonreung Royal Tomb, Seokreung
Royal Tomb, Insan-ri Stone Chamber Tomb, Yeon-ri Stone Chamber Tomb
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