Chronology of Backje's Gilt-bronze
Shoes Compiled from the Perspective of

Manufacturing Techniques and Patterns
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Chronology of Baekje's Gilt-bronze
Shoes Compiled from the Perspective of
Manufacturing Techniques and Patterns

Lee, Moon-Hyoung
{Mahan-Baekje Cultural Research Institute Wonkwang University)

This study aims at establishing chronology of gilt-bronze shoes of Baekje
Kingdom by examining the marterials used in them and the changes in their
manufacturing techniques and patterns.

Metal carving is used to decorate the otherwise monotonous surface of metal. It
was confirmed that the line carving technique (dotted line and triangle carving)
and ring-matting technique were used for making gilt-bronze shoes in Baekje
Kingdom period. Development of the metal carving technique seemed to have been
connected with the pattern of gilt-bronze shoes, gradually changing from using
a simple openwork carving plate to a complicated one with hexagonal design. A
continuity in a certain pattern of changes in carved design was also observed.

According to the changes in manufacturing techniques and patterns, Baekje's gilt-
bronze shoes can be classified into those of Hansung and Ungjin periods.

Gilt-bronze shoes during the Hansung period of Baekje were made in a simple
way using openwork carving panels of convex ()- or diamond-shaped design. The
2nd quarter of the 5th century, however, saw changes into dragen or flame design,
thanks to grafting of the metal carving technique. This technique was further
developed and shown to have culminated in the gilt-bronze shoes unearthed from
the stone chamber No. 4 of the tomb No. 1 in Bongdeok-ri, Gochang, presumed
to have been constructed during the 3rd quarter of the 5th century. Inside of the
gilt-bronze shoes found in the Bongdeok-ri tomb was partitioned with hexagonally
carved panels, and shapes of various auspicious animals including dragons, the

Chinese phoenix or birds with human faces were carved with a new ring-matting
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technique in an extremely realistic and three-dimensional way.

In the Ungjing period, drastic change was observed in the metal carving
technique used in making the gilt-bronze shoes. That is, out of the line carving
techniques used in Hansung period only dotted-line carving technique was used
to make patterns, and patterns themselves became simplified. Similar changes were
found also in the gilt-bronze crown found together with the shoes. Such drastic
change in metal carving technology is believed to be the direct result of the fall of
Hansung by Goguryeo Kingdom (475), which may have forced the collapse of
the technician group and the technology itself as well. The mertal crafts of Baekje
Kingdom would see a revival approximately in the 6th century under the reign of

King Muryeong,.

Key words : Bagkje Kingdom, gilt-bronze shoes, metal carving technigue, line carving technique

(dotted line and triangle carving), ring-matting technique, pattern, Hansung period,
Ungjin period
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