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The Development of Early Stirrups in
Ancient Northeast Asia
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'The Development of Early Stirrups in
Ancient Northeast Asia

Choi, Byung-Hyun(Soongsil University)

An examination of the development of the stirrup, from its emergence during
the Former Yan period, to the development of early stirrup of the Goguryeo and
Silla, reveals that short-necked and long-necked stirrups co-existed from the 4ch
century CE, with each type following its respective path of development. The early
development of the short-necked stirrup took place in the Korean peninsula(Silla
and Gaya) rather than in China, whereas the long-necked stirrup of the Former Yan
period developed into the early long-necked stirrup of Goguryeo and Silla. In other
words, the short-necked and long-necked stirrup belong to different categories in
terms of both production method and developmental history. Therefore, it can be
argued that previous attempts to distinguish the two as belonging to the ‘old type’
and ‘new type’ are problematic; they were based upon assumptions that were wrong
from the beginning.

The Feng Sufu({ % #8) Tomb theory(the notion that the stirrups of Korea and
Japan cannot be older than 415 CE based on the stirrups from the Feng Sufu
Tomb) was based upon this problematic assumption. However, even though it
was soon proven to be wrong, the theory was persistently maintained by some
scholars as a means of supporting the Goguryeo southern campaign theory, and
therefore came to be established as fact. As a result of this, the chronologies of the
archaeological remains of Silla and Gaya, as well as that of Silla and Gaya tombs,
evidence a time lag of approximately 50 years.

It can be argued, however, that if we break away from the preconceptions set
by the Feng Sufu Tomb theory, and attempt a chronological study of Silla pottery
and stirrups accordingly, then the dates obtained will present a good fit with the

following dates:
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-The dates of Incipient Silla style pottery obtained through comparative analysis
with Wa style pottery from Wolseong-lo Ga-31 Grave in Gyeongju and the
Chronology of haziki ware of Kofun period in Japan

-The dates of Anyang Filial Damintun(Z E#.) Tomb and Chaoyang
Yuantaizi(Z 5 F) Tomb of the Former Yan period and the dates of the earliest
Silla stirrups

-The dates of Early Silla style pottery obtained through comparative analysis with
the dendrochronology dates of the TG232 type early sueki ware of the Kofun
period in Japan

-The date of the Southern Mound of Hwangnam Daechong obtained through
cross-dating with the tombs and horse gear from the sites of the Northeastern
region of China and Goguryeo tombs

-The dendrochronology dates of the early TK73 type sueki ware of Japan.

-The date of the Northern Yan Feng Sufu Tomb

-The dates of the Shingai(FrF) Tomb and Shichikan{-£2%H) Tomb of Japan

Therefore, it can be said that these new dates fit well with the chronoelogical
framework which incorporates other types of archaeological material and therefore
can be approached in terms of their relationship with these other types of

archaeological material from Korea, China and Japan.

Key words : Goguryeo southern campaign theory, Feng Sufu Tomb stirrup theory, short-necked
stirrup, long-necked stirrup, Former Yan, Northern Yan
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