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The Distribution Pattern of the
Japanese Style Armors from the
Korean Peninsular

Kim, hyuk -joong(BUSAN MUSEUM)

A lot of iron armors in various shapes from the three kingdoms period
have been excavated, and it is quite noticeable that same types of armors
are found both in Korea and Japan. Japan related cultural factors have been
identified from the remains of the three kingdoms period, and these armors
are believed to be one of them regarding to the manufacturing techniques or
circumstances.

Since Japanese style armors are viewed as the symbolic remains of Japanese
authority at that time, there have been many debates upon the relationship
between Korea and Japan. One of the most frequently discussed issues is
about the manufacturing site of Daegeum type armors, which is most likely
to be considered Japanese style armors through increasing data and rigorous
analysis on the structure. However, it becomes more complicated when
clarifying the reason and purpose of Japanese style armors being introduced
to Korea.

Previous studies focused on the manufacturing sites of Japanese style
armors found in Korea, and lacked detailed reviews on the background and
meanings of those armors. In addition, studies on the armors excavated in
Baekje and Shilla area are not sufficient compare to those from Yongnam
province, the old Gayaarea. This study was to provide comprehensive data
about Japanese style armors found across the country, and to examine the
meaning through the investigation of burial aspects and distribution.

The result is that Japanese style armors were identified every area except
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Corea, and the introduction background and meanings are different
depending on each kingdom’s circumstance. Previous studies tended to
explain the reason of distribution of Japanese style armors in the Korean
peninsular by focusing on the relationship between Gaya and Japan; Japan
wanted to acquire iron ores from Gaya, and Japan wanted to establish their
outpost on Gaya to acquire iron ores. However, it is highly possible that
each of three kingdoms adopted Japanese style armors for their own interest.
Although it is considered that Shilla was hostile toward Japan, it is also
highly possible for Shilla to trade military products with Japan. Furthermore,
Japanese style armors were found out over the Baekje area, and Japanese style
armors that were found out from the keyhole-shaped tomb of the Youngsan
River area are not Wishinjae, but relics which show characteristics of Baekje’s

officials who protected the southern Bacekje.

Key words : Japanese Style Amors, Distribution Pattern, Korea Peninsular, Japan
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